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do not recollect; but the act makes or con-
tinues tlie condition that the author or pro-
prietor shall deposit eleven copies of the
work in Stationers' Hall, for the benefit of
certain public libraries. This premium will
often amount to fifty pounds sterling^ or
more. An effort was made by publishers
to obtain a repeal of this provision; but it
was opposed by the institutions which were
to receive the benefit, and the attempt
failed.

"' I have a great interest in this question,
and I think the interest of science and lit-
erature in this question are by no means in-
considerable. I sincerely wish our legisla-
ture would come at once to the line of right
and justice on this subject, and pass a new
act, the preamble to which shall admit the
principle that an author has, by common
law, or natural justice, the sole and perma-
nent right to make profit by his own labor,
and that his heirs and assigns shall enjoy
the right un clogged with conditions. The
aot thus admitting the right would prescribe
only the mode by which it shall be ascer-
tained, secured, and enjoyed, and violations
of the right punished; and perhaps make